face of John C. Calhoun, whom Mr. 


: being spent by the returned members in 
n and by the new mem. 
Decoming acquainted with each other. 
lesks of many of.the old members were 
sented with handsome bouquets, those of 
ms. Blackburn and Muller on the 
atic, and Garfield” and { Sapp on 
Reside, being ‘especially 

by the extent and beauty of the 

Mr. Blackburn's desk was 
soll with flowers, and the adjoining 
sks lied to be utilized to receive the tributes 
from ‘his numerous admirers. Alexander H. 
pens, , of Georgia, who oecuples a 
on; wheels, Which he pushes about 
area ‘in . front. of » the‘ Clerk’s _ desk, 
‘was. not overlooked in. the general 
distribution of flowers, a handsome bouquet 
of, buds adorning ‘the small‘ desk which is 
* grected upon one arm of his rolling chair. It 
happened during the day that the 


_ frequently 


i 


-- \ Among the new members there: who were 
_. § ‘most sought out by the thousands of observers 
~~ fm the gallery were Gen. Joseph E. Johnston, 
"of. Virginia; ex-Secretary Robeson, of New- 
Jersey, and Rev. Mr. De La Matyr, of Indiana. 
Gen. Johnston entered the hall about 11:30, 
in company with Senator Lamar, and took a 
eat on the Democratic side, next to Mr. 
. Reagan, of Texas. He is a small, spare man, 
> bis gray hair and whiskers indicating that 
_ the is.on the shady side of life. His movements, 
 phowever, do not show any physical decline. 
“Before he had been long in the hall he called 


> upon Mr. Stephens, whom he greeted with 


_. great warmth and cordiality. Mr. De La Matyr 
| sat well in front on the Republican side, closely 
| - buttoned up in a well-fitting single-breasted 
~~ eoat of the cut worn by many clergymen of 
_ © the Episcopal Church.. He is tall, spare man, 
of Borid complexion and sharp features. A 
| gamber of the Greenbackers were — seated 
"near bim, and seemed to look upon 
hhim as their leader. On one of the back seats 


and their owners became annoyingly | 


‘on the Democratic side sat Henry C. Carey, of: 


~ Ohio, his large, penetrating eves, pale face, 
‘and long, iron-gray bair, calling to:mind the 
| Carey re- 
_. .- sembles, and whose outward characteristics he 
. affects. coe one ne. Sree Set veeieey Ae 
.. ¥ocates frequen . Carey to presen 
to him thobs who have n 560 hateny boy their 
: occupied “y t, on bes this faithful 
Aes a séat, surroun 
S raeeia, “Soh cocasionally moved siaig his 
party colleagues, receiving congratula- 
tions and about ittes int- 
rabct Wethdoucn. th was netioch, eeoved 
aiott treaty. on the ‘Republican side, cha 
with his tical ‘adversaries, an 
acknow 


‘gracefully the courteous re- 
er es ere ere sere 
“At 12 o’clock the hum of conversation was 


d, and those moving about the hall were 
the Clerk’s 
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y of the old mem- 


ublican side. 
secured seat. After 
the drawing had been completed the House ad- 
journed. 
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WILL THE SESSION BE 4 SHORT ONE? 


“VIEWS OF DEMOCRATIC .SENATORS-—<A SENTI- 


MENT IN FAVOR OF AN EARLY ADJOUERN- 
MENT IN BOTH HOUSES, 

Wasuineton, March .18.—There is a 
great deal of speculation as to the length of 
the extra session and the legislation that will 
be attempted and completed during its exist- 
ence, The sentiment in the Senate among the 
Democrats is decidedly in favor of a short meet- 
ing, and attempting only the passage of the 
two Appropriation bills left unfinished by the 
last Congress, together with the political legis- 
lation which caused their failure. To prevent 
an extended, session, many of the Demo- 
crats are, , however, willing to compro- 
mise upon . the political legislation by 
repealing the test. oath and the  pro- 
vision forbidding the‘ presence of troops at 
the polls, and letting the Federal Election law 
stand for future action. The decision of the 
question, however; really lies with the House, 
anditis more than probable thatthe Demo- 
crats in that body will insist upon the 
repeal of all the political legislation 
Sttached to the two — Appropriation 
bille which failed. To secure united party. ac- 
tion upon these and other questions, a special 
Senate and H committee, consisting of nine 
‘ members each, been appointed by the Dem- 
ocratic caucuses to decide upon the character 
of the legislation to be considered during the 
. extra session, , This committee will hold a joint 
meeting to-morrow, at which, it is expected, 
these questions will be decided. ' 

Senator Whyte, who isa leading member of 
the committee, said to your correspondent to- 
day that there would be, be thought, a very 
short ‘session. The disposition ‘was to 
dispose simply of the business for which 
‘Congress was called together, and then ad- 
to As to the political legislation and how. 

‘ar the Democrats would insist upon its repeal, 
he could not say until the meeting to-mor- 
row. He thought, however, that the question 
would. be so disposed of as to prevent. an ex- 
tended sessi 


on. 
Senator Bayard said he thought the spirit of 
‘compromise was in both parties, and that the 
session would be a shortone. He knew that 
the sentiment of his party in the Senate 
Was against a long session, and he 
thought that they would willing to 
accapt something less than the repeal of thé 
teal eign ve attached to the two appro- 
ls, which failed and made.an extra 
session necessary. If that should be the judg- 
ment of his party associates in the Senate, he 
should certainly e his friends in the House 
to respect it, and if they should not, he would 
go as far.as any man to resist pete ws Pa to. 
coerce the Senate into preant ip asad their de-, 
, there would, 


| mands. He thought, however 


( ace on the roll the names of the gentlemen 
“duly certified to by the mie sig hay- 


‘| these questions. 


tirely upon 


‘| be a sho: 


ae oa 


session. 
|. bills and the political legislation could be dis- 


7 ee 


be no trouble, and that there would be united 
party action in both the Senate and House npon 
“If there should not be 
such united action,” said he, ‘ then you cannot 
say how long the session will last, for the deci- 
sion of the question would depend almost en- 
e@ action of the House. Every- 

looks now, however, as though there 
would be no difficulty in disposing of all these 


ns. i 

Senator Beck said he was in favor of a short 

He thought the two appropriation 

posed of in a short time, and he was opposed to 

attempting any other ee 

Senator Davis, of West Virginia, the new: 

Chairman of the Senate Appropriations 

mittee, said he thought the session would not 


pecorino The two ce fe tem bills neh 
| easily of, an pits that possi 
eee anal iodine 0 be arranged 


he 

could also 
so as to prevent an extended session.. He’ be- 
lieved that the sentiment in both houses was 
favorable to a short session. 

Senator Bailey, of Tennessee, said the ses- 
sion would be a short one; that the passage of 
the app mn bills was the main thing, 
peptthe ealiiacel tapielonie hieh i the 

© politi w e 
-two bills at the last session would be attempted. 


‘added « ‘*! 
rt one; that 
pinion of of my party associates. 


UPHOLDING BARRON'S HONOR. 





ATORS * TAKING, ‘THE IRON-CLAD AND: 

MODIFIED OATHS— THE . REARRANGE- 

MENT OF THE COMMITTEES TO SUIT DEM- 
Waskinaton, March ) 18.——The Senate 
‘Chamber, to old ‘habitués of the Capitol, pre- 
this, morn-, 
ing. From the Republican side, to the ‘left of 
the presiding officer’s chair, a dozen or more, 


of the Democracy, and that part/of:the cham- 


ber which has heretofore, in theymemory off, 4; 
the present generation, been most crowded, | 
was to-day, in comparison with the olden time,/|. 
bare and desolate. Long.before the call to |} 


order, all the galleries were filled to overflowing, 
with people, who watched the scene with more 
than ordinary interest. Itwas noticeable that 
all the chief officers of the Senate were egrly in. 
their 


fear that the incoming Democratic majori- 


places, and performed their va- |‘ 
tious duties as though they had no]: 


sé 
ie 


desks and seats had been removed to the side)| ass 





are. now and ~have been faithful support- 
ers of the “lost cause,” Secretary Gorham’ 
sat in his place, calm and unruffled,’ 


looked as if he were about to enter upon a new’ 
term of office, and James R. Young, the popular. 
Executive Clerk, was, as ever, on hand to per-, 
form his duty and oblige \ everybody who had’ 
any right to ask for his assistance. With note- 
worthy punctuality, the Senate was; called to 
order at noon. The Vice-President was in the 
chair, and every prominent Senator _ex- 
cept Messrs. Gordon,, Conkling, and Wade 
Hampton was present. On: the outer row,: 
and just next to Senator Kellogg, of Louisiana, 
Messrs. Chandler, Logan, and Carpenter were 
seated together. On Senator'Logan’s desk a 
great heap of flowers had been placed, and from 
time to time Senator Carpenter, who has usually 
been much favored with offerings of this kind, 
but who, on this occasion, was noticeably left 
out in the cold, cast longing glances at them.- 
Immediately upon the call to order, how- 
ever, it. became necessafy for even Senatois 
Kellogg, Butler, Logan, Garland,, and Carpen 
ter to give some attention, for no‘ sooner. had 
the call been made than the Chaplain went up 


with prayer, He spoke briefly and to the point, 
and then all the Senators-elect who could take 
the oath of 1862, that is, what is commonly 
known as the iron-clad oath, were called upon 
to come forward and be sworn in. The oath in 
-question declares substantially that 'those who 
take it were never engaged in rebellion t 
the United States Government, or gave or 
comfort to such rebellion, and that they would 
in the future support and guard the 
Constitation of the United States. Messrs. 
Allizon, of Iowa; Cameron, of Penn- 
sylvania, and ter, of Wisconsin, ac- 
companied jovial * David Davis,* 
Farley, of ‘ornia; Groome, of Maryland; 
rich men from Colorado an 


Hill and Jones, the 


vada ; of Mlinois, dark-faced, deter- 


ed and 
! d 

Oregon, -an 
this oath. modified oath, 
“which p those who take it to support the 
ponies vo we of Se Nae sagen yg wm yr all 
enemies, foreign an aay and that they 
will faithfully discharge their duties under 
‘the Constitution, was subscribed to by 
‘ex-rebels of Florida; . Houston, 
‘the portly and distinguished “ last 
ditcher,” from Alabama; Jones, the straight- 
‘forward, outspoken, and honest-faced Senator 
from Florida; Vance, until now the unrecon-; 
structed North Carolinian ; Vest, the thick-set, 
and sharp-eyed representative from Missouri ;, 
Walker, of Arkansas, and Williams, of Ken-; 


Be MoOrewry. in the place of honest old 
When this br about being disposed, 
of, Mr. Conkling, of 1 ‘New-York, che Sind also a 
Senator-slect, and, as usual, late, came into the 
chamber, He was at-once, as he expected to be, : 
the centre of attraction. It was to excite at- 


Voorhees, of 
The so-called 


asked if 
oath, He bowed in his own statel were 


nobody else seemed willing to 

desk, good-natured David Davisrushed forward 
to be his escort. Upon this Senator Kernan 
came ‘to the rescue, and waving Mr. Davis‘ 


asi amid a great deal of laughter, su 
eye e while he took the esl gro . 
Immed after these p 
been of an effort was made to swear 
in Mr. Bell, of New-Hampshire, who was *p: 
un 


pointed by the Governor to fill, 
the meeting of the Sane |S va- 
nm 


can cansed by the iratio the 
peo of Senator adleigh. This ‘was objected 


to by Senator Wallace, of Pennsylvania, 
Nee regard to the Bonrgs oy 
n 

afterward 


& re- 
Geingl no pronpect of an early ° 

no ° 
the se, the Senate, much to 
of the res Repel had neared Boos 
lery, adjourned until to-morrow. 


ease 
THE NEW-COMMITTEES. 
The Democratic Senators held.a short. 


there 
tion of 
annoyance, 
in 


the gal- 


majority membership of the principal‘ com- 
mittees is fixed as follows: — 
Times -Nenis., Bel eet. Chairman; Wal- 
essrs. Davis of West Vir- 
ithers, Beck, Wallace, 


. 





ty would in a few hours fill their’) 
places with new, untried,{and mmexperienced,}; three 
men, whose only recommendation is that they] |.) 


beside the Vice-President. to open the session |) 


‘| Reichstag will . not 


ae Sh 
yt ay 
a 


taf 


‘) 


4 TALK WITH PAUL RB. SHIPMAN, PRENTICE’S 
 YORMER ASSOCIATE—HOW THE ARTICLE 
_ WAS- SUPE ‘THE EX- 
CITEMENT. OF 1861: AND KENTUCKY'S 
ARMED © NEUTRALITY— MR. PRENTICE’S 
'  OHARAOTERISTIOS a8 A JOURNALIST. 
_Beverty, N. J., March 18,—When an Eng- 
lish statesman described the daily newspaper 


asthe great iconoclast of the nineteenth cen- 


tury, and argued that few of the world’s heroes 
could bear the scrutiny of an unbiased biogra- 


phy, he pretty accurately expressed the result 
‘| of an inquiry started by the Louisville Zvening 


Post last month, g acertain transac- 
tion in the Spring of 1861, in which the name~ 
of the brilliant, witty, and influential George 
D. Prentice figures to conspicuous disadvan- 


| tage. As the circumstances recall and involve 


one of the most critical episodes that preceded 


the actual beginning of the civil war and dis- 
to | close the secret history of the famous armed 


neutrality programme of.the State of Ken- 
tucky, they are worth relating as a contribution 
to the historical, materials required for the 
formation of an unprejudiced opinion 
Yelative to the attitude of the Ken- 
tacky - Unionists during 2s most — try- 
ing ordeals It is a ‘familiar fact 


P"'} that the Louisville Journal, then edited by 


asusual. The Sergeant-at-Arms, Col. French, .| 


range 
;, Committees, and 


leagues in caucus to-morrow, 
FRENCH POLITICAL PROBLEMS. 


—_——_a—— 
THE. FINANCIAL POLICY TO BE DEBATED. BY 
THE DEPUTIES—-THE IMPENDING CABINET 
CHANGES. . 
“ Paris, March 18.—The. committee on M. 
— motion,.snbmitted in the Chamber of 
: Deputies on the 13th inst., for an investigation 
of. the -causes of the, fluctuation in the 
5 per cent, rentes between the 22d 
and. 27th of February, after hearing the ex- 
planation of M. Léon Say, Minister of Finance, 
resolved to recommend the Chamber not to en- 
tertain the motion. 

M. Albert Grévy, brother of the President, 
’ being unwilling to resign his seat in the Cham-. 
ber of Deputies, has been appointed to go to 


Algeria on a oem mission, but clothed 
with the full of Governor. 

Lowpon, 18:—The Times's Paris cor- 
respondent says: ‘‘The friends both of the 
Stor mporhe be neers bp yn By a cvin ba . 
‘on ce a e ie P given to 
a Minister without a portfolio, who would de- 
\vote his entire time to general questions, in- 
stead of frittering it away in departmental d 


e- 

The Berlin Kreuz Zeitung says itis consid- 
ered in diplomatic in Barlin, that the 
resignation of the Waddington Cabinet is im- 
minent, while from Paris, on the other hand, 


the denial of impending modifications in the 
Cabinet is reiterated 





com: is con ted. 

Lonpoy, March 19.—The Daily News's dis- 
pateh from Paris says that, although the com- 
mittee to which it was referred rejected M. 
_Lenglé’s motion, there will be a debate on the 

mestion of the conversion of Rentes in the. 
Chamber of Deputies. 


‘ THE: PROPOSED GERMAN’ TARIFF. ‘ 
= 
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST . AMERICAN - GOODS 
; ~“THE WOREK-OF THE COMMISSION FIN-{ 
ISHED. 
-. Lonpow March .19.—The : Post’s+ Berlin: 
dispatch says the Tar&if Commission seems par- 





‘against American competition. It has proposed 
heavy duties upon most of the articles now im- 
ported from America. Its last ° decision’ 
is in. favor of a duty of 20 marks per 
hundredweight on leather goods, . It is now 
considering a proposal to tax foreign rags. A 
proposed duty on woolen yarns; however, has 
provoked the opposition .of the German wool- 
‘spinners. The protectionists are. now attack- 
ing the present coinage system, and recommend 
ithe issue of plenty of paper money. 

\ The 's | Berlin’ correspondent hears that 
the Tariff Commissidn has finished its labors 


4 and. presented the sacheme of the new 


tariff to the “Federal Council. The 
discuss it before 
Easter. It-seems-that the commission has 
taken the tariff of Oct, 1, 1873, as a basis of 


its and merely altered the 
“Liebknecht’s speéch‘has sadlv injured the. So-: 


reliminaries had} cialist 


cause, 
Prince Frederick Charles, brother of the Em-. 
peror William, is seriously ill, 


THE LOSS* OF LIFE AT SZEGEDIN. : 


-COMFLIOTING REPORTS AS'TO THE NUMBER. 
OF PERSONS KILLED BY THE FLOOD. 
Lowpon, March 19.—The correspondent 
‘of the Daily’ Newsiat Szegedin telegraphs 
as follows: . ‘Do not credit any statements of 
the. exact number of deaths. The loss 





cayeus this afternoon, at which the report of | man 
the committee appointed to arrange the Senate‘). 
conimittees was received and ratified., The | 


NORE ~ ecm aac agra 
CURRENT TOPICS ABROAD. 


—_—2——— 
BUSINESS AND +LABOR TROUBLES IN. ENG- 

LAND—A PROHIBITION AGAINST AMERI- 
CAN PORK. Rohs: 


* 





to-night. 
The report that Gen. Borel had resigned his- 


ticularly anxious to secure German industry” 


“has gone, as given 
Ihre lost be 


A Berlin dispatch to the Times says Herr } 


; River, within easy distance 


Lonpow, March .18.—Chmrles Stewart, 


George D, Prentice, was, in the Spring of 1861, 
the raltying-point of Unionism in that closely- 
contested State. Its caustic editorial articles 
were immeasurably more potential than the 
voices of politicians in controlling popular sen- 
timent, neutralizing \the intrigues of the se- 
cession party, headed by the Governor of the 
State, _(Magoffin,) Charles Morehead, and 
others, organizing the real, but palsied and in- 
active, Unionist majority, and, finally, prevent- 
ing the passage of an act. of secession by the 
Legislature. How near the Journal came at 
one time to registering itself in favor of seces- 
sion is explained by a curious revelation in the 
Louisville Zvening Post of Feb, 25, which se- 
riously compromises the reputation of Mr. 
Prentice, and illustrates upon what trifling acci- 
dents the fate of a nation may sometimes turn. 
While, in popular parlance, Prentice was at 
‘that time the Louisville Journal and the Louis- 


Osborn and Henderson were partners of his in 
its publication, the associate editor, Mr: Paul 
R. Shipman, exercised perhaps a more decisive 
control over its political utterances than the 
senior editor himself. It was understood. be- 


tween the two editors that, as the principal had 
lost the run of politics, and was withal some- 
what impulsive in his utterances, the subordi- 
nate should suppress or alter oi} Resta that 
might strike his judgment as in t or. ill- 
advised, without the formality of a consulta- 
tion. Mr. William Calvert, a decided Unionist, 
was, in the Spring of 1861, collector for the 
eet re ens ane 1 Pee siiee h yo 
partment, ac as . and atten to its 
general indereate He had. been connected with 
the establishment for some years, and had pe- 
| culiarly confidential relations with Mr. Pren- 
tice. Mr. Calvert tells the incident in the 
columns of the Avening Post, while the Legisla- 
tnre of the State was still in session, and 
the issue of events doubtful, the sum of $25,- 
000 was. paid to him one morning for Mr. 
George D, Prentice. That night, after Mr. 
Shipman had gone home, and just as the forms 
were about to be locked up, Mr. Calvert dis- 
covered the proof of an editorial article taking 
somewhat guarded ground in favor of seces- 
sion, but distinctly advocating it under certain 
contingencies very likely to oceur. - Mr. Calvert 
requested the foreman, Mr. Belligan, to detain 
‘the forms for sa few minutes, and hastily re- 
aired to the lodgings of Mr. Shipman, whom 
¢ found in bed. Mr, Shipman dressed, accom- 
panied Mr, Calvert to the office, looked over the 
offensive articlé, and peremptorily directed 
“Mr. Belligan ‘to--remove it from the forms. 
/Mr.. Calvert further states that Mr. Prentice 
was highly offended by the suppression, and 
that there was an angry debate between the 
senior and bis subordinate the next patchy 
A few days later, according to a later article in 
the Evening Post, the who. paid the 
money to Mr. Prentice ded its return. 
This was and an altercation ensued. 
It is stated that Mr. Prentice sent the $25,000 
to Janada immediately after its ‘receipt, but, 
reclaimed itin 1863, when his circumstances. 
were a little embarrassed, and_lost it in unfor- 
tunate ventures. Mr. Calvert has no: 
recollection of the name of the party who paid, 
the money, nor has he, so far as appears, any ‘ 
further evidence that it was paid asa bribe 
‘than the coincidence in time between it and 
ressed editorial article. 
the history of the case as far as it 
to the correspondent of Tux: 
: night by Mr. Penl R. Shipman. Mr. 
Shipman was Prentice’s intimate friend at that’ 


Beverly, N.. J. 
He says that two or three years ago he received 
a note from Mr. Calvert askin him if he recol- 
lected the suppression of an editorial in favor 
of secession the Spring of 1861, and in- 
timating that it would inure to the benefit of 
the writer if he could obtain’a word from him 
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pon this string with Mr. Prentice, 
that if the State of Ken- 
tucky seceded with North would be 
forced to compromise the matter and the Union 
could then be rehabilitated with additional guar- 
antees to the slaveinterest. Keeping this end 
in view, the editor of the Journal leaned to one 
view or the other, according to the tenor of his 
latest conversation, during the period previous 
to the final agreement upon a policy of armed 
neutrality, ‘regarding su coercion as 
impracticanle, and casting about for the best 
means of restoring the Union on a basis of con- 
cession by both parties. The affair at Sumter 
pine pita’ for the moment all these figments, 
and did her share subsequently with 
the best of them, with Prentice at the head as 
one of her pluckiest leaders. 
Mr. Shi nm, in discrediting the h ry 
ry Mr. 


that the $25,000 transaction d 

Calvert was in the suture of a bribe, relates an 

interesting incident. Soon after the Journal 

article was suppressed, John B. Harney, then a 

familiar figure in Louisville journalism, went 

over to secession ; he was the subject of a con- 

versation in the Journal .office, to which Mr. 

Prentice, Mr, Shipman, and the editor of the 

Maysville Eagle were parties. Mr. Shipman 

expressed the conviction that Harney was honest 
in views. Mr. Prentice, on thecontrary, be- 
lieved that he had been bribed, and in support 
of that view stated that he himself had been 
offered 685,000 in cash previous to the appear- 
ance of the article, and $40,000 eposited to 
his credit in the Georgetown Bank after it had 
appeared, if he would the Journal over to 
secession, end give the weight of his influence 
This conversation, which 
has been divulged by the Maysville editor in a 
zealous defense of Mr. Prentice, was verified 
by Mr. Shipman last night to the correspond- 
ent of Tum Times, with an expression of regret 
that a man’s friends should so often prove more 
dangerous than hisenemies. Another version 
ot how the editorial came to be written is fur- 
nished by Mr. Shipman, though not on his own 
responsibility. According to this report, Mr. 
Prentice was invited to!a ape at Walker's, 
then a famous rendezvous of politicians, by 
several gentlemen connected with the. seces- 
sion party, on the night when the obnoxious 
article was pat in type. The story runs that 
advantage was taken of the editor's weakness 
for the social glass to obtain the manuscript of 
the article, and an order to the foreman to give 
i¢ a conspicuous place the next morning. 
Shortly afterward the great editor was lifted 
into a carriage and carried home unconscious. 


A DEMOCRATIC FRAUD. 


———_—_—— 
A BOGUS PETITION AND AFFIDAVITS SENT 





TION IN CINCINNATI—LEADING DEMO- 
ORATS IMPOSED UPON BY PARTY WIRE- 
PULLERS, 


and affidavits relating to alleged Republican 
fraudsin Cincinnati, which were presented in 
Congress to-day by Mr. McMahon, are objects 
of ridicule here. The signatures of prominent 
Democrats to the memorial were obtained by 
false pretenses, and the names attached 
to many of the affidavits are known to 
be. fictitious. . W. B.~ Cassilly, a  lead- 
ing Democrat, whose. name is signed 
to the memorial, telegraphed io Washington 
today, ordering it to be. stricken off. The 
paper, when presented to him, -was represented 
to be a. petition against the Supervisor law, 
and he signed it, as did. others, without 
examining it. He is indignant at the 
fraud practiced on him. The affidaviis 
were procured in ajike manner. The men put 
in charge of the job were the lowest Democratic 
politicians in the city, and one of the most ac- 
tive in the matte? is himself hanging on the 
verge of imprisonment in the penitentiary for 
frauds committed at the same election. One of 
themen who were wage! hd by this —. work 
up evidence against Butterworth and Young, is 
Teady to te that many of the affiants gave 
fictitious names. me had never read what 
they subscribed to and others had never been 
sworn. In fact, the statements made 
these fictitious names are made 
up of the  grossest lies [It is 
stated by one who watched the process of pro- 
curing evidence that not a man made oath in 
the re way, though the affidavits to be.ex- 
hibi before. Congress would appear to be 
all right. The plan is conf Iy one to 
influence the local.election in Cincinnati. W. 
H. Pugh, whose name is attached to the me- 
morial, said 80 without reserve in.eonversation 
to-day. It is reported on good authority that 
ex-Congressman Milton Sayler had nothing to 
do with the proceeding. 
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A PRIEST'S HOSTILITY. 
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-} FATHER WALSH, OF LONG BRANCH, CHARGED 


IN CHURCH WITH TELLING AN UNTRUTH. 
° Lone Branon, March 18.—Much excitement 
prevails at Long Branch over Father Walsh’s bitter, 
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TO CONGRESS REGARDING THE ELECO-:; 


CINCINNATI, March 18.—The memorial, 


= PROMISES OF PROSPERITY, 


4 GRATIFYING BUSINESS OUTLOOK] 
Fe In : or “a pe 


LY ABLE TO FILL ALL) ORDERS—CROPS 
FULL OF PROMISE—FEWPEXCEPTIONS TO 
THE GENERAL RULE OF A’ REVIVAL OF 
BUSINESS, 6 &. 
The condition of the business interests ob 
‘the country, as compared with the outlook a 


able season and the beginning of the return of ~~ 
national prosperity. This assurance of a gen- 
eral and apparéntly lasting revival of business 
is obtainied from reports of the actual condl- 


‘tion of the trades, manufactures, and other 


industries in 14 States, and from the business 
centres in those States. From Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, New-Jersey, and New-York, in the 
East, to Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri, 
in. the West; from Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
and. Michigan, in the North, to Ken 
tuecky, Tennessee, Missouri, and Louisiana, in 
the South, correspondents of Tux « Trees 
havesought the views of prominent men in 
every branch of industry, and of those whe 
have compiled the statistics of trade and have 
also pursued their own independent lines of in- 
vestigation. The results, carefully arrariged, 
are given in the following dispatches, by mail 
and telegraph, to Txz Times. The unanimity 
of expression as to the favorable outlook is the 
more trustworthy because each inquirer was 
pursuing his investigation entirely unbiased 
and independent of any other. 

There are few branches of trade: that . ds 
not share in the revival generally reported, 
and even in these the inactivity is local 
or confined to a department of the indus 
try, rather than general, and the feeling is 
cheerful rather than depressed. The* resump- 
tion of specie payments and the repeal of the 
National Bankruptcy law have created a feeling 
of confidence, over which hangs. merely tha 
shadow of a fear of Congressional tinkering of 
financial questions or unwise State legislation. 
The hard times have swept the weaker concerna 
out of existence. Capital is seeking profit- 
ableinvestment. Wholesale dealers generally 
report an increase in the bulk of their sales, 
ranging from 10 to 30 per cent., although at 
low prices as compared with the business of 
previous years. The small stocks which retail 
dealers have bought during the past year have 
become exhausted, and these merchants. are 
buying more liberally and often upon shorter 
eredit or for cash. Collections are more easily 
madethan during any year since the panic. T 
Séuthern tf&de still shows the effect of the low 
prices of cotton and sugar. Despite a some- 
what unprofitable crop of these two great sta- 
ples, planters arefeeling encouraged. The yellow 
fever epidemic apparently delayed rather than 
injured the trade of the places which suffered 
from its ravages. In the North and extreme 
West, immigration, an activelumbering season, 
and the beginning of work -by farmers and 
builders have increased the circulation of mone 
and stimulated trade. ) 

Manufacturing interests in the North, and 
West are reported as generally flourishing. The 
pig-iron and leather manufacturers still com- 
plain somewhat and tobacco manufacturers are 
only now beginning to accustom themselves to 
a new condition of affairs: . These’ are the ex« 
ceptions. Flouring mills in many cases hays 
been running all Winter. The; proprietors of 
these are cheered bya large export demand, 
with an enlarging foreign market and improved 
means of transportation. Many - factories, of 
different classes, are resuming work ; nearly all 
are running on full time, and, with the flour 
mills, are finding difficulty in supplying orders.as 
fast as received. In the grain States an in: 
creased acreage has been or is to be seeded, 
and the indications are. favorable to a srop 
gratifying in quality and quantity. Farmer: 
generally are hopefal of good returns. Real es 
tate and: building interests are active. 

Around New-York and in the East the pros- 
pects are equally flattering, much of the pros- 
perity being the reflection of better times in 
the West. Silk mills in New-Jersey and Con- 
necticut are taxed to supply orders. The various 
manufactories of Newark and: Paterson find ful! 
employment. The Connecticut Valley expecté 
a better tobacco crop than for several years. 
The Boston jobbers and commission merchants, 
with large local,’ Western, and Southern trade, 
report.larger sales than last year, but at lowe: 
prices. Eastern manufacturers and merchsante 
unanimously concur in the hopeful. anticipa 
tions of the West. 


THE*EASTERN AND MIDDLE/STATES 


bia ak ea a 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

SALES BY: BOSTON DEALERS LARGER THAI 
LAST” YEAR—WESTERN AND SOUTHERN 
TRADE IMPROVING—QUICK !S4LES aki 
SMALL PROFITS. 

Bostor, March 18.—An inquiry. among busi- 


_ness men in different. lines warrants the statement 


,that the outlook for trade this coming year is most 


4,encouraging. At this moment it is from 20 to 25 
per cent. better than last Mareh.. More mer 


chandise is selling, and more buyers are fo the 
market. Buyers are making smaller purchases thas 


heretofore, it is true, but they are coming with more 


.frequeney and purchasing’ with more confidence 
than in previous years. © 
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~Sixre Pacs—3d 
aoe—Tth col, 
Paaz—3d col, 
Paom,-7th col. 
MUSICAL—Nuxvru Paee—7th col. 





Pacr—7th col, 

PUBLIO NOTICES—Sreru Pacr—3d col. 

RalL Pace—dth and 5th cots. 

REAL ESTATE AT AUCTION—Norra Page—2d ool. ~ 
VINGS BANKS—Srere Pace—3d col. 


LET—Nurra Pagr—2d col. 
Paas—3d col. 
JEWELRY, &c.—Srxra Pace—2d col. 
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NEW-YORK, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19; 1879. 








AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENING. 


AGADEMY OF MUSIO.—Rouy Bias 

BOOTHS THEATRE.—Taxe Lirriz Duce. 
ONION-SQUARE.—Twe Banker's Davenrar. 
PIFTH-AVENUE THEATRE.—Turo ras Dake 
STANDARD THEATRE.—H.'M. 8. Pruarons, 
WALLAOR’S THEATRE.—A Scrar-or Parzr. 
LYCEUM THEATRE.—H. M. & Prxarorn 

PARK THEATRE.—Encaeen. 

CHIOKERING HALL.—At, 2:30—Gize Concent. 
NIBLO’S GARDEN.—Tux Buacx Croox. 

THE AQUARIUM.—Afternoon and Evening. 

SAN FRANCISOO MINSTRELS, —Mossraatey. 
THEATRE OOMIQUE.—Vancerv. 

MASONIC HALL.—Tizz Mrperrs. Matinée, ; 
341. H-STREET REFORMED CHUROH.—Lacrounrz. 
KUSTZ GALLERY—Pamrnos. iy 





THE NEW-YORK TIMES. 
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Tax Dar Towws, per annum, ¢ingluding the - 


Buniiay Walton oo elk enone $12 v0 
Tux Darcy Tuens, per annum, exclusive of the 

Poy WRN MOO, bin ann sev enindbds chkcchdeecioc ke 10 00 
‘The Sunday Edition, perannum............-..... 2 ou 
‘Tut Seu-Weextx Toms, per annom............ 2 50 
Tan WeexcyY Ticms, per annum................-. 1 00 





BRANCH OFFICES OF THE TIMES, 
Tas Trces Up-town Ofice—No. 1,258. Broadway. 
Paris Office of Taz Timms—No. 39 Rue de Lafayette. 
‘Ts Tres ison sale in London at No. 449 Strand, W. 
C.)trom Henry F. Gillig & Co, and atiMr. Stevens, No. 
¢ Trafalgar-square. 
a 

Thies morning Taz Datiy:/Tnces’ consists of 
Tex Pages. very news-lealer is bound -to 
deliver the paper in is complete form, and ‘any 
failure to doso should be reported at * the publica- 
tion office. 

—_—_—__—_—_—_—_——-— 

The Signal Service Bureau report indicates 
for to-day, in» this region, warmer, clear 
weather, light north-westerly winds, becoming 
variable, nearly stationary barometer. - 

— 

- Of the 43 Democratic members of the 
United States Senate, the South furnishes 
30 and the rest of the country 13. In dis- 
tributing the Chairmanships of the 29 reg- 
ular Senate committees, the Caucus Com- 
mittee gives 20 to the South and 9 to the 
rest of the country. So far as the Senate is 
concerned, therefore, the South will, in the 
words of Mr. BLackBurn, ‘‘ be charged with 
the shaping of the legislation of the land.” 
In other words, the nominal representa- 
tives of fourteen millions of people will con- 
trol the legislation of forty millions; or 
to put the case more exactly, the actual 
representatives of a population of decidedly 
less than ten millions of Southern whites— 
the four and a half of blacks in the 
South not being represented in the majority 
of the Senate at all—will shape for some 
years to come the law-making of the people 
of the United States. Political theorists 
are much addicted to talk about the “ brute 
force of the majority ;” would it not be well 
to haye some exhaustive discussion of the 
not entirely new phendmenon of the brute | 
foree of the minority ? : 


"The House of Representatives of the 
Forty-sixth Congress has met, with an at- 
tendance of 286 members out of the 293 
who will constitute the completed roll. 
But as California will not elect its four 
Representatives till September, and as two 
places have been rendered vacant by death, 
the members participating in the organiza- 


tion of the House fell but one short 


.of the entire roll. Only the timely , 
arrival of Mr, O'Re.x, the ,Independent 
Democrat who was elected by Republican 


_.-Yotes in Brooklyn, saved the vote for Mr. 
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on Agriculture, Foreign Affairs, Military 
Affairs, Naval Affairs, Post Offices, and In- 
dian Affairs jurisdiction over matters per- 
taining to their several branches of the 
public service, Mr. SprincEr’s resolution 
isan important one ; its adoption would di- 
vide the labors and responsibilities of legis- 
lation ; but it is not likely that it will pass 





preme Court in the case of the clerks of the 
Fire Department who were discharged with- 
out any canse being assigned, will ‘‘ play an 


| important pat” in the defense of the 


Police Commissioners to-day. It happens, 
however, that sufficient cause has been as- 
signed for the removal of the Police Com- 
missioners, and that the decision of the 
General Term has no calculable relevancy 
to their case. In the course of that decision,. 
after explaining thatthe only charge against 
the removed clerks was that their duties 
could be more effectually performed by 
others, Judge Brapy said: ‘‘ Each might say 
with great propriety, ‘My duties have been 
‘fully and faithfully performed, and as I am 
‘not charged with negligence, inattention, 
incapacity, or inefficiency, I have nothing 
to explain, nothing to answer.’” But, ob- 
viously, the Police Commissioners can pre- 
sent no such plea, since they are very dis- 
tinctly charged with all these things, and 
since the summons of the Mayor is no mere 
“act of caprice,” but the performance of a 
duty to the public te which the-only excep- 
tion thatcan be taken is that it has been 
too long delayed. 
_—_—_——_———— 
BUSINESS PROSPECTS. 


It has for some time been plain to those 
who have watched the most obvious signs 
of the condition of business, that the volume 
of exchanges has steadily increased since 
the opening of the year. This has been par- 
ticularly shown by the reports of the Clear- 
ing-houses of the principal cities, which, 
with certain reserves that are not difficult 
to make, reflect with substantial accuracy 
the amount of general payments made. Our 
readers will find in the éxtensive series of 
reports which we publish this morning from 
our correspondents in every section of the 
country, very encouraging confirmation of 
the general indication to which we have re- 
ferred, and also much detailed information 
as to the condition of special industries and 
special sections. x 

From the intenor of- our own State the 
reports are cheerful. The important crops 
of Central New-York are in a promising con- 
dition, The jobbers in the larger distribut- 
ing cities, whose trade is of a magnitude not 
generally appreciated, say that not only is 
the extent of their transactions increasing, 
but that the retailers show a more hopeful 
spirit, and that collections are more readily 
and promptly made. Manufacturérs are of 
like temper. Iron mills that have been 
idle or running on half ‘time are 
resuming, and have orders far ahead. 
Boot and shoe shops are preparing for an 
increased demand of ‘from>20 to 30 per 
eent. Building is being pushed to an ex- 
tent quite unknown. In Ohio, the acreage 
devoted to wheat is estimated to have in- 
creased some 18 per cent., though the fruit 
crop is unpromising. The trade with the 
South and the interior trade of the cities 
in the State is larger by from 10 to 25 per 
cent. than last year. The pork pack- 
ers, for the first time in four years, 
are reaping a profit from their ven- 
tures. The iron manufacturers are run- 
ning on full time, with orders in advance of 
their capacity., In Indiana, the rolling 
mills, lumber deaiers, and machinery makers 
are actively occupied, while the jobbing 
trade is fair, and collections are good. The 
only drawback is in the danger of 
disturbing legislation by the demagogic., 

which was the product of 
the * National ” craze. From Chicago, the 
‘most encouraging signs arise from an ac- 
tive emigration to the West, the decided 
extension of cultivated lands, and the de- 
mand for machinery, building materials, 


-| andsupplies. Jobbers estimate the volume 


of trade in the ordinary lines at from 20 to 
40 per cent. larger than last year, while 
there is a very decided improvement in 
payments. ’ : 


| - In Michigan, the lumber interest is pros-. 


if | tures the same, the iron interest very much 
depressed, 


-jobbing fair, and collections 


particularly emphatic as to nearly 








The accumulation of silver in the Treasury, 
and the threatening extravagance of Con- 
gress, constantly aiming at the: diminution 
of the redemption reserve, are sources of 
indefinite danger. But happily, perhaps, 
these are considerations which do not-occur 
to the general; business community, and 
confidence and enterprise ar nded in 
proportion. Still another point, which. 
‘deserves comment, is that there - is 
not a sign of discontentment among 
‘business men with the national bank 
system. There is no apprehension < re- 
garding exchanges, between one section of , 
the country and another, there is not a sug- 
gestion of oppressive demands of interest 
or of the display of any spirit of; grasping 
ormonopoly. Had the national banks been 
the greedy and remorseless corporations 
that they have been represented to be, any 
general and careful inquiry into the feeling 
of business men touching their prospects 
would surely have elicited some expréssion 
on these points, . These facts are worthy of 
consideration by the partisans at Washing- 
ton who fondly imagine that the country is 
going to the dogs because’ their particular 
remedies ‘for an imaginary:condition of 
desperate depression are not adopted. 
—_—————_—_—_—— 


COMPETITION IN. LIFE INSURANCE.‘ 

The cessation of controversy consequent 
upon the abandonment of the rebate: plan 
in life insurance does not imply indiffer- 
ence to the general condition of the business 
or the effect of other changes upon its future. . 
The fundamental objection to. the rebate 
plan was its injustice to the real owners of 
the fund which it was proposed to pervert 
for the benefit of strangers; among the 
minor objections was the tendency of the 
plan to induce the adoption on the part of 
weaker companies of measures that, would 
end in -insolvency.: The substitution for 
this plan of another, designed like it to 
cheapen the cost of insurance, shows how 
urgent is the need of some means for 
stimulating business. A general reduction 
of rates, however, does not necessarily en- 
tail injustice in any quarter. Provision for 
the apportionment of surplus on the basis 
of the actual earnings of the different 
classes of policies, obviates any possible 
hardship. The expediency of the redue- 
tion is the point to be considered. 

Apparent cheapness is not necessarily a 
commendable quality in life. insurance. 
Safety comes first,.a just division of surplus 
next. No premium is too high that pur- 
chases absolute security ; and ina mutual 
organization any excess of premium be 
yond the amount required for this purpose 
should be returned. The dividends declared 
mayseem to be a practical confession that the 
present premiums are excessive,. Undoubt- 
edly this would be the case if the sur- 
plus available for division represented 
an actual excess of premiums. But 
as @ matter of * fact ¢éxpenses ab- 
sorb much that should: find its way 
back finto the policy-holders’ pockets. 
The most legitimate source of profit is the 
margin between the rates of interest on in- 
vestments and the rate on which the pre- 
miums are computed. Hitherto, in this 
country, the margin» has been _ large. 
Equally legitimate, perhaps, is the profit 
acquired from a favorable experience in re- 
gard to mortality; though we believe thats 
cautious manager will pause before dividing 
gain received from this source. To guard 
against the contingency of a higher death- 
rate as the result of exceptional causes, he 
will adjust his reserve: to the expecta- 
tions -of his mortality table, rather 
than to an experience which is too short 
to be decisive. An illegitimate though 
prolife. source of profit is the falling in of 
policies from causes other than death. If 
the inner history of dividends could be told, 
it would probably be discovered that a con- 
siderable proportion of what policy-holders 
have chuckled over as profits has in recent: 
years been wrung from unfortunates whose 
policies lapsed or were surrendered under 
the pressure of adversity. Reduce unjust 
geins of this character; keep the standard 
of the reserve up to the full expectation of 
mortality; and the higher interest on in- 
vestments, as compared with the rate as- 
sumed by the actuary, will be the chief 
fountain of dividends. Even these profits 
must now be subject to large deduction on 
account of the uncertainty attaching ‘to. 
will be felt in other classes when the 
whieh show that all is not gold that glitters 
in the dividends of:a life insurance com- 








pany. While, then, there oan be no doubt:| « 
of, say, a 15 per cent. | : 


the whole 38‘ per cent, 


lost ground, 


tion in office. 





—_—_—_—_— 
THE EXPLOSION OF GUMBLETON. 
GuMBLETON is dispossessed. Some time 

ago County Clerk GUMBLETON was repre- 

sented as in.a state of siege. He was pic- 
tured as being beleaguered in his feudal 
castle by sundry committees armed with 
powers to search for evidence of malversa- 
The rumor had spread that 
he was charging 100 cents where he should 
wharge only 5 cents, and-that he was gen- 
erally making more money from the fees of 
his office than the law allowed. To the polite 
but pointed request of the Committee of the 
Bar Association for permission to examine 
| his books, he interposed a positive negative. 
Nobody should examine his books, and the 
law authorizing any citizen to secure any 
such examination might have been designed 
for slaves, Certainly it was not designed 
for GUMBLETON, who lowered his porteullis, 
and told the warders df the County Clerk’s 
office to put none but Irishmen on guard. 
GUMBLETON, though once credited by the 

World with being the inventor of the 

scheme to reduce the wages of;the City 

laborer, was impregnable in his “fastness. 

Nevertheless, he has been dislodged, and 

Husrrt 0. Taompson, the WarWick of the 

new Municipal Administration, is in 

session, GUMBLETON’s answer 6 the 'c 

tions laid before the Governor was.a palter- 

ing which could not receive the intelligent 
respect of any intelligent man. 
proved, although GumBLEeTon and his min- 
ions had mounted guard over thé books of 
the County Clerk’s office, night and day, that 
he had charged the most outrageous and 
illegal fees. It was proved that he had not 
| kept the books required by law, and that 
his books, such as they were, were not kept 
open to public: inspection. In short, Gum- | 

BLETORX’s office was managed ag his own, 

not as though it. weretany part of the 

judicial machinery of the City, or as though. 
any human being but GuMBLETON had any [| 


“Dav,” a8 the | 
Tammany evening organ calls him, as if fa-\ 
“Dave” and the friends ‘of the sueces 
of GUMBLETON agreed to do, we ¢annot | 


~ 


available for mansgement under this plan.: 
_| Companies that stand high in public estima- 
| tion expend upward of 20 per dent., and 
| there are some.enjoying the favor of the In- | 
surance Department whose expenses absorb’ 


Obviously, then,.a thorough»reform in., 
management is essential to the safety of the, 
plan reducing premiums 15 per,cent. on, 
their gross amount. Nor are professions of* 
reform to be relied upon implicitly. The 
company which would have, the public te- 
pose confidence in its ability to reduce pre- 
miums withoutimpairing its solvency must be’ 
prepared to exhibit evidence of economy in 
management to an extent more:than equal 
to the reduction. - The:danger to be appre- 
hended is that companies not entitled to’ 
confidence will enter into competition with; 
‘solvent companies, and for ‘ &; time © will- 
attempt to.outbid them in the: market., 
Cautious managers will move slowly... They 
will cut down expenses simultaneously with 
the cutting down of premiums. They will 
honestly tell what they: spend.. There will: 
be no mystery in their accounts,—no appeal-' 
ing for blind confidence in theit administra- 
tion of affairs. . The competition inseparable 
from the new deparfure will beget reckless- 
ness in certain quarters. Preniiums will be 
reduced to tempt the public, and agents will 
be paid the old rates of commission to stim- 
ulate their efforts. A race of this nature 
would be hazardous at any time, 
especially hazardous at a time when values 
are uncertain, when investments are doubt-, 
ful, and..when prudence dictates: extreme 
care in all the movements of business. 

The period( is propitious for competition’ 
of another sort. Reform in management. 
may go on advantageously irrespective of: 
reduction in rates of: premium. » Abuses 
have crept.in which eannot’ beftoo soon 
eradicated. } The agency system , needs re- 
organizing on a different basis. ; Expenses 
might be curtailed in almost every direc- 
tion. A juster and more liberal spirit should 
be infused into the management generally, 
and particularly into. the treatment of sur-’ 
rendered policies. The principle ‘of indis- 
putability should be applied. to-policies of 
a eértain duration. If, to changes of this 
description, managers will add honesty in 
the preparation of their published state- 
ments, and frankness in their communica- 
tions to policy-holders and the public, we 
shall have wholesome competition, and life 
insurance will have a chance of regaining 


It is 


Nite: 


It was 


must go. With this decision from Albany 
eame the Governor’s son, 


io'| lip on the outside of the door. Not! to put 
the | too fine a point on it, GuMBLETON is out and 


_ As this is a Democratic family quarrel, we 
‘refrain from any unseemly demonstrations 
of joy over the final catastrophe which has 
overtaken GumBLEeTon. While he was en-: 
gaged, up to the last moment, in’ defying 
public opinion, the Bar Association, Henry 
EB. Kwox, and-Gov. Ropinson, we con- 
demned his course as revolutionary and an- 
‘archical, Now,-that he has been blown. 
sky-high, we pity him that he had no more: 
sense and no‘more honesty. Mr.; HuBERT 
0. Tompson, the newly-appointed County 
Clerk,,says that he will only exact the fees’ 
legally: collectible in his office. For 
this all thanks, It is a new thing in Muni- 
cipal affairs when only legal fees are exacted 
:of thei tax-payers. Mr, Joun KE.ty is 
‘plunged in the depths of the profoundest' 
despair for the perpetuity of political in- 
stitutions. It is not possible, he thinks, 
‘that the palladium of our liberties can long 
‘survive this blow. His evening organ, in 
‘@ “ double-leaded ” cry of alarm, says that 
the removal of GuMBLETON is ‘‘ revolution.” 
GUMBLETON should have been permitted to 
(go on forever with his derision of law and 
. his contempt of public opinion. 
—_—!__ 


PRYING INTO AFRICA. 

For some time past a. favorite subject of 
discussion in England has been the opening 
up of trade with Africa. It originally grew 
out of the explorations of Staniey and his 

, predeceséors, and has acquired a renewal of 

spirit from the. disturbances in the colonies 
of the southern cape. Among the enter- 
prises to which it has given conception, if 
not birth, is the telegraph down the eastern 
side of the continent from Aden, on the Red 
Sea, to Natal; the canal to let the waters of 
the. Mediterranean into the basin of the 
Great Sahara Desert; the construction of 
railroads toward the heart ot the continent 
from various points on the coast, and the 
nayigation of the streams whose course has 
been explored. Enough work has been laid 
outin the public discussions to occupy the 
‘gurplus capital and energy of Europe for 
many years in efforts to pry into Africa, to 
let in the light of civilization and tap its re- 
sources for the enrichment of the currents 
of the world’s trafic, 

Africa has,indeed, held its secrets tooling, 
and the trading. spirit grows importunate 
and threatens to pluck out the heart of its 
mystery. Oynicism may question the bene- 
fit to be derived by the dusky millions from 
the appliances of civilization, even though 
illuminated in some measure by Christiani- 
ty. But benevolence and Christian zeal 
‘ have but an incidental part in this business 
of civilizing. . The all-powerful motive is a 
desire for gain, and determination to widen 
the domain of profitable enterprise, and if 
religious enthusiasm can be made to give a 
helping hand, it is welcomed for'its aid to 
commerce rather than for its benefit to 
benighted souls. Africa is regarded simply 
as millions of acres of land that might be 
turned to a vastly more profitable account, 
and as the potential source of many valuable 
‘commodities which: might be exchanged 
for the merchandise of Europe, to: the 
great advantage of the astute traders. 
In its present condition it is an ana- 
chronism. Antiquity has slumbered for 
centuries in its interior wilds, and society 
there now is what it was before the days of 
ApRaHaM. The mutations of all remem- 
bered or recorded history, the vicissitudes 
of human experience that fill surviving lite- 
rature, have gone on without so much as a 
pulsation reaching the heart of Africa. Its 
tranquillity has not been disturbed by 
the impressive scenes that marked the rise 
and development of the chosen pedple of 
Gop, the growing. up and. crumbling down 
of ancient. nations, with all their achieve- 
ments in peace and war, the tumults and 
conflicts of’ the transition from ancient to 
modern times, the startling events of the 
later centuries. >No sound or rumor of these 
perturbations of the world’s growth has ever 
reached the. dull brain of the natives of 
Central. Africa, .whose race has kept its 
‘monotonous course of ignorance, supersti- 

tion, and sloth, in the isolation of their un- 
explored domain.” They have known noth- 
-ing of the World and the world has known 
rlittle of them. 

To ‘be sure, on the verge of the great 
‘tropical continent civilization has from time 
‘to time wrought ‘its gigantesque embroid- 
ery. Trades of it remain in Egypt, and tn- 














good deal of annoyance. The servant answers the 
Dostman’s ring, and returns with 2 pile of letters, 


whieh, on examination, prove to be, three-quarters 


of them, gratuitous information where to buy every- 
thing that one does not want. These circulars, &c.; 
are not merely left at the door; they are sent 
through the post disguised as much as possible to 
look like private correspondence. Every device is 
employed to imduce people to open the envelopes 
and read the contents, for the public has been so 
mauch in this way that it will not pay any 
attention to anything suspected of being an adver- 
tisement. It is not uncommon to get advertisements 
pretending to be social invitations, important diree- 
tions from the Board of Health, warning against 
burglars, and so forth. The latest trick is to imitate 
a telegram by lithography, and inclose it in a stamped 
envelope of a telegraph company, so as to insure its 
opening. This is carrying the thing too far, and 
many citizens begin to think that they have some 
rights which the army of advertisers should be pre- 
vented from invading, Recently, a directory of all 
persons. who live in any decent manner or quarter 
has been issued and sold to tradesmen, who are thus 
enabled to flood the town with circulars of every 
description. All this may show increasing commer- 
cial activity and brisk competition, but it is a serious 
annoyance, and is growing into gigantic proportions. 


Mozart's biographers. say that he received 
the text to his opera, The Magie Fiute,’’ from 
SCHIKANEDER, and SCHIKANEDER is consequently 
putdown as author in all programmes and adver- 
tisements. This is a mistake, however. The real 
author was one GizskCckE,s member of ScHIKANE- 
DER’s theatrieal company, and, at that time, acting 
on one of the minor stages of Vienna. This Gre- 
SECKE has now evidently turned outa noticeable 
writer.. Not only has his authorship to the above 
libretto been satisfactorily proved, but a valuable , 
work on mineralogy, which he left in manuscript at 
his death, has just been published. In 1806 ne 
went to Copenhagen, and the following year‘ he 
went, with support from the Danish Government, to 
Greenland td make mineralogical investigations. He 
staid there seven years, and, during this time, he 
kepta very minute diary, which, on his return to 
Copenhagen, he deposited in one of the public libra- 
ries ofthecity. The diary, written In German, con- 
siste partly of common traveling notes, partly of 
mineralogical studies, and these latter have, of late, , 
attracted so much attention, that Prof. JounsTRap,,. 
of the University of Copenhagen, now has given a 
complete edition of the whole diary, published at the 
expense of the Danish Government. 


AMUSEMENTS. 


———~<———- 
“ITALIAN OPERA. 

The performance of “Il Flauto Magico” last 
evening attracted’ a full house, and passed off 
smoothly, if not very effectively.. Mme. Gerster’s 
part of Astrifiammente, which affords her but one 
opportunity for the display of her phenomenal 
voice, was given with telling effect, and her singing 
showed nothing of the sickness under which she was 
said to be suffering the previous evening. Mme. 
Réze was the same effective Pamina as 
before, and Mme. Sinico wag an excellent 
Papagena, singing her music well. and acting 
the part with much arechness and grace. The minor 
réles for the female voices were admirably filled by 
Mme. Lablache, Mime. Parodi and Mme. Pisani. The 
male voice parts were not equally meritorious, 
Signor Frapolli was unusually weak, and did notsing 
as well as he has done’ in previous representations of 
the opera. Signor Del Puente was likewise not 
im good. voice, but he is a clever and spirited 
Papageno. He acted so well, however, and 
put so much spirit in the performianee, that his voeal 
difficulties should be overlooked. He always sings 
like a musician, and his rendering of the part last 
evening was artistic, despite the fact that his voice 
did not respond to the demands made upon it. Sig- 
nor Foli as Sarastro had two great opportunities in 
the “*Possenti numi”, and.“ Qui s’degno."" These 
sotigs are genuine compositions for the bass 
voice, serious and dignified, and‘ demanding the 
best. efforts of an accomplished, artist. Sig- 
nor Foli last. night. certainly deserved no 
more applause than he received. He changed the 
music of ‘*Possenti numi” and sang it in a different 
form from that which Mozart wrote, in order to suit 
the capabilities of his own voiee, and gave but a part 
of “Qui s’degno.” It may be allowable fora prima 
donna to add some embellishments to a florid aria, 
which is not. recognized as a classic work, but it is 
not allowable to trifle with the music of 
Mozart to . suit the imability of an artist. 
The Sarastro was, indeed, the weak -spot in the 
opera. The choruses were all well done, but the ar- 
chestra, im the slight ‘accompaniment to much of 
the. reeitative was rough. This evening the second 
performance of Marchetti’s ‘Ray Blas” will take 
place, with Mme. Marie Réze, Mme. Sinico, Mme. 
Lablache, Signor Oampanini, and Signor Galassi, in 
the principal réles. The first performance, last week, 
was so successful, and:the opera itself is such an at- 
tractive work, that its representation to-night cannot 
fail to draw a full house. 


"> 
GENERAL MENTION. 
To-morrow afternoon Mrs. J. Kennedy Smyth 
will give her readings from the works of Shelley at 


Gorn: hall of the Young Men’s Christian Assoei- 
on. 


The afternoon concert of the English Glee 
Club wili be given to-day at Chiexering Hall. The 


programme eontains some of the favorite selections 
of the club, and solos by Miss Beebe, Miss Finch, 
and Mr. Woodruff. ; 


Robertson’s comedies, ‘‘ Caste” and “Home,” 
have been prepared to sueceed *' A Scrap of Paper” 








at W: oe gaged ey oer page the latter will 
c production of these pleasing 
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People still crowd Masonic Temple to catch a 
glimpse of our modern Liliputians, the Midgets. 
They have now been on exhibition pete five con- 
“Rina paying 

A small number off‘! their sisters, and their 
eousins, and their aunts,” bearing to each other a 
striking e still on exhibition at the 
San Francisco The entertainments given 
here are as bright and pleasing as ever. 

Three performances are again announced for 
‘next Saturday at the A and this seems to 

“ ” 
show that. egg ang Biting” Seeks. ts still a 
ties forma feacure of perform- 
"At the Lyceum Theatre some good singers 
may be heard every night for the present, in those 
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favorite works, ‘ H. M.S. Pinafore” and “The 
ies tea. 
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THE STATE PRISON INVESTIGATION CLOSED 
BY WARDEN HEWES'’S RESIGNATION— 
TEMPERANCE LEGISLATION—NO WOMAN 
SUFFRAGE. : 

Hartrorp, Conn., March 18.—The Legisla 
tive hearing in regard to the management of 

State Prison affairs, which bas been i 

progress for the past week, was brought to < 


Committee will report that the defects of , 
ment have been largely due tothe system of partisay ” 
appointments of members of the Board of Directors, 
and will recommend an increase in the numberof 
the board, and that, instead of elections by the Gens 
eral Assembly, the Governor shall appoint the Di 
rectors, subject to the approval of the Senate. Much 


feeling has been excited over the hearing, so far as [ft 
has gone, and it is considered a fortunate thing all 
around that the Warden has resigned. Pro . 
this act has prevented dragging before the publi 
many disagreeable matters. 

The- House to-day concurred with the preview 
action of the Senate in passing the most mmportant 
bill reported by the Temperance Committee. It 
provides that Selectmen may appoint town agents te 
sell liquor for medicinal, sacramental, and mechani« 
cal purposes, the town to pay for the , which 
isto be sold at an advance not ex 25 per 
cent. upon the cost. y one agent can be ap-< 
pointed for each 5,000 inhabitants, and no agents 
are allowed in towns having less than 5,000. The 
bill applies only to places which vote “ no license.” 
The Senate concurred with the House in abating 
the taxes of the Charter Oak Life Insurance Com 
rong A this year, amounting to $25,000. Alt 
the bills relating to woman Were rejected 
unanimously by the House. A to restore thé 
“omnibus clause” to the divoree laws, 
divorces for general misconduct, after a long debate 
was rejected by the House. Itis probable thas the 
business of the session will be tially closed 
by Briday or Saturday. 


NEW-JERSEY’S STATE DEPARTMENT, 
——g——— 

THE QUESTION OF FEES—-SECRETARY EEL 
SEY’S CARD. 

To the Baitor of the New-York Témes: 

In Tuesday’s Timks appears a card from Hom 
Henry ©. Kelsey, Secretary of State of New-Jersey, 
in which he contradicts the statement in Saturday's 
issue that certain of his fees “ were coolly deducted 
by the Secretary from moneys paid him by insurance 
eompanies for the benefit of disabied firemen.” He 
says: ‘* No fees for any serviee have ever been de 
ducted from the moneys collected by this department’ 
for the benefit of disabled firemen. On the com 
trary, the moneys so collected have been paid to the 
treasurers of the several fire organizations regularly, 
without any deduction whatever.” 

The firemen have been long under a different ims 
pression, and last year tried in vain to get the law 
so changed that the insurance companies should pay 
the moneys in question directly to the benevolent 
fire associations instead of having the funds go 
through the hands of the Secretary of State. 
year they did get such a bill passed, and, in ad 
of it, members and Senators stated openly on tn¢ 
floor of the Legislature, and without contradiction, 
that it would double the receipts of the associationt 
in question, because the Secretary of State now de- 
ducted from the insurance taxes collected his fees 
for other services. 

That they had reason to believe this appears from 
the special report made by the State Treasurer a 
few weeks ago, iv response to a resolution of inquiry 
by the House of Assembly. The Treasurer seta 


forth that the Seeretary of State had reported to 
him that 





ed by law for expenses, $1, 
a fees, leaving 


tary of State for 
a balanee due the State of $1,788 14, which was 
into the State Treasury by the Secretary of 
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any deduction whatever.” The State Treas 
urer says having col- 
lected im 11877 $19,508 32, from whiels 
he deducted his fees and oy: 7he 83 
to the benevolent fire tions, and $1,788 14 
to the State. The Senate Judiciary Committee re- 
his fees for out copies of the 

ws for in the pers amounted to 
89,060 Sf in 1876, to $6,078 and to 


BE 


which every one always su were 
for day won of ae or pees or 9p 
or families,” as law expresses 

The legality of Mr. Kelsey's claim to all the fees 
he has got is not questioned, but there has yg 
considerable public curiosity as to the amount of hi 
emoluments, and the souree whence as 
atated before, the firemen of the cities 
heved that he was from their 


4 
ie 
3 
& 
4 
E 





MEMORY OF A MURDER TRIAL REVIVED. 
- Warsaw, N. Y¥., March 17.—The death of 
Benjamin Teachout a few days ago has ealled: ta 
mind the celebrated Teachout murder case of 10 
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